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Whereas brackets must always come in pairs, only one dash is required if the parenthesis
comes at the end a sentence. A dash by itself can be used to separate something dramatic (and
usually contrasting) at the end of the sentence from the start of a sentence. For example:

It was a dark night - perhaps the darkest night he'd ever seen.

Match the start of the sentence to the dramatic parenthesis best suited to it. Then, write the
sentences out correctly below and place the dash in the correct position in each one.

Start of the sentence

It was a hot day

Dramatic parenthesis

The jaguar scanned the
undergrowth

its prey was trying to hide.

He walked into the room

he had no idea there was
somebody hiding there.

She looked at her watch

possibly the hottest day of
the year!

arrive?

Now write each sentence out correctly in the spaces below. Remember to include the dramatic

dash!
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Start of the sentence Dramatic parenthesis

It was a hot day its prey was trying to hide.

t

The jaguar scanned the he had no idea there was
undergrowth somebody hiding there.

He walked into the room possibly the hottest day of

the year!
She looked at her watch

arrive?





