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Hyphens
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Hyphens are often used to avoid ambiguity in sentences.

Hyphens - What are they? 

or ? or ?

man eating shark man-eating shark sugar free lolly sugar-free lolly
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Hyphens also help to show if a word continues onto the line below.

There are many different varieties of flowe-
rs around the world. They come in all 
shapes and sizes.

Hyphens - What are they? 
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13

27

8

544

73

81

We also use hyphens for numbers between twenty and ninety-nine where numbers are put 
together to create new ones.

twenty-seven

sixty-three

eighty-one

Numbers
3
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Words can be combined to form compound nouns. Some of these compound nouns use a hyphen.

Mother-in-law

Great-grandma

Passer-by

warm-up

4

Compound nouns
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Two adjectives can be combined to form compound adjectives. 
Hyphens can be used to show when these compound adjectives have been used.

Greeny-grey eyes

Fun-packed day

baby-faced

ice-cold

Compound adjectives
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Yesterday, we went to visit my mother in law, who is 

sixty two. She lives in a high rise tower in London.

She has had long term hip problems so really shouldn’t 

live on the twenty fifth floor. Luckily there is a lift, but 

occasionally it breaks down.

Read the following extract and
 decide where the hyphens should go.
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Yesterday, we went to visit mother-in-law, who is 

sixty-two. She lives in a high rise tower in London.

She has had long-term hip problems so really shouldn’t 

live on the twenty-fifth floor. Luckily there is a lift, but 

occasionally it breaks down.

Read the following extract and
 decide where the hyphens should go.
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Hyphens
Have a go at one of the following activities which will test your understanding of hyphens.


